PRESERVING HERITAGE WITH MODERN
SUSTAINABILITY AT TETTENHALL
COLLEGE

ROOFING: SIKA® SARNAFIL® AT SYSTEM
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TETTENHALL COLLEGE, A PRESTIGIOUS PRIVATE SCHOOL IN
WOLVERHAMPTON, IS RENOWNED FOR ITS RICH HISTORY AND
HERITAGE. AMONG ITS VARIOUS FACILITIES IS A DEDICATED BILLIARDS
ROOM, A CHERISHED SPACE WHERE STUDENTS GATHER TO RELAX,
COOK, AND SOCIALISE. THE BUILDING EXTERIOR ROOF, SPANNING 73m?,
WAS IN NEED OF REPLACEMENT. HOWEVER, THE PROJECT PRESENTED
SEVERAL CHALLENGES DUE TO THE BUILDING’S ARCHITECTURAL
COMPLEXITY AND HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE.

The solution needed to seamlessly blend with the existing aesthetics of the
school while providing modern, sustainable roofing technology. Ensuring the
project was completed during the winter months added further logistical
challenges, necessitating careful planning and safety measures.

The solution came in the form of Sarnafil® AT, specifically in Basalt Grey (RAL
7012), marking the first use of this product in the UK. Sarnafil was chosen
primarily due to its recent achievement of Cradle to Cradle® certification,
making it the first roofing solution in the UK to receive this sustainability
credential.

The Basalt Grey membrane was selected to emulate a lead-like finish,
which was important to ensure the new roof would fit in with the historical
aesthetics of the rest of the old school buildings, allowing the school to
maintain its heritage while upgrading its functionality.

PCPT Architects led the design, with Reynolds Conservation managing on-
site health and safety and installed by Contractors De Rosa Installations
Ltd. Given the project’s winter timeline, comprehensive risk assessments
and method statements were meticulously crafted to ensure every aspect
of the project was carefully considered and planned. To protect workers from
the inclement weather, the site was scaffolded and outfitted with a canopy,
allowing work to proceed safely and efficiently.



The Sarnafil® AT system not only provided a low-maintenance and long-
lasting solution but also guaranteed easy cleaning and upkeep, essential
for the building’s continued use. The entire roofing system came with a
Performance Plus guarantee of 25 years, ensuring peace of mind for the
college’s administration.

The successful installation of the Sarnafil® AT roof on the Billiards Room at
Tettenhall College met all architectural and historical requirements while
providing a modern, sustainable roofing solution. This project’s success led
to the subsequent use of Sarnafil® AT on the Tettenhall Flag Tower, further
demonstrating the product’s effectiveness and reliability in heritage-
sensitive environments.

Tettenhall College now enjoys a durable, aesthetically pleasing roof that
preserves its historical character while embracing modern sustainability
standards.
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